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By Margot Doughexrty
Photos by Dean Kaufman

Project: Dialogue House
Architect: Wendell Burnette
Location: Phoenix, Arizona

A lone saguaro marks the
southwest corner of Thomas
and Laura Hyland's property,
which is situated adjacent to
the Phoenix Mountain Preserve.
The structure's main living vol-
ume is elevated and faced in
glass, overlooking a descending
pathway that leads to a pool
tucked into the site.

At the base of Echo
Mountain in Phoenix,

a geometric home by
Wendell Burnette opens
up to the surrounding
desert landscape.

The first time Thomas and Laura Hyland saw

the Dialogue House, an award-winning home in
Phoenix, Arizona, was 2004. The housing market was
in its zenith in 2007 when the couple toured through
“almost as a joke,” says Thomas, a business consul-
tant. “We knew we couldn’t afford it.”

The modern three-bedroom, three-bath with a
pool is an eye-catcher. By day, the enormous box that
forms the second story seems suspended over its
corner lot; the floor-to-ceiling glass plane of the liv-
ing area provides uninterrupted views of downtown
Phoenix, South Mountain, and the Sierra Estrella
range. At night, with the inside illuminated, and the
stucco frame absorbed by the darkness, the focus
shifts. Now it’s the activity within the house provid-
ing the view; from street level, the home looks like
an outsize flat-screen streaming real-time video.
Laura, a sales director for Henkel, a consumer In-
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For the seating area, the couple
selected a Charles sofa by
Antonio Citterio for B&B Italia
in addition to CHOZ Shell chairs
by Hans Wegner, a PK61 coffee
table by Poul Kjserholm, and a

Nesta rug from Design Within
Reach. The dining table, an origi-
nal design by Burnette, is sur-
rounded by stools that belonged
to a previous owner.

products company, used to drive out-of-town friends
by the property just to admire it. “We thought it was
spectacular,” says Thomas.

When the home came back on the market in
2010, the price had dropped, and the Hylands, newly
engaged, were ready to move out of the town house
that had started off as Thomas’s bachelor pad.They
found the Dialogue House in dire need of repair.

“I think a lot of people may have been scared off,”
Thomas says. “But I'd gutted my townhome and
rebuilt it from the studs out.” Before plunking down
an offer, he placed a call to Wendell Burnette, the
architect who had originally designed the house to
great acclaim back in the late 1990s.

“That was the call you want to get,” says Burnette,
whose more recent projects include collaborating on
the exquisite Amangiri resort in Utah. “Thomas and
Laura understood that you could bring something
back, and that the first logical thing to do would be
to call the architect.” After the original client com-
missioned the design, and then another for a smaller
budget, he had finished the project on his own. This
meant that the last ten percent of the house wasn’t
built to Burnette’s exact specifications, and it fur-
ther lapsed over time. “It was heartbreaking,” says
Burnette, who lives around the corner.

The project, geared toward owners who would
experience it primarily after work, had held such
promise: It was featured on the covers of Wallpaper
and Taschen’s prestigious 40 Under 40: Young
Architects for the New Millennium. Burnette named I
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