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The Phoenix Central Library, designed by Will Bruder in collaboration with Wendell Burnette, has received wide critical acclaim, and
with good reason. Rooted in the particular culture of the American Southwest, the library addresses issues that are relevant to a broader
historical and geographic context. 1t has generated international interest and inspired interpretations that reach far beyond the
authors’ intentions. Thanks to this critical notoriety and to the supportive appreciation of citizens, the building is now a landmark
that attracts dedicated visitors to Phoenix. B Architecture is a product of collaboration, involving multiple agencies in the inception
and implementation of buildings. The spirit of teamwork spirit is so fundamental to Bruder’s practice that it has become his staple
virtue as an individual thinker and builder. The Phoenix Library demonstrates his skill: the ability to orchestrate unusually wide-ranging
expertise and resources into a synergetic process. B Bruder has develgped, over the past two decades, close associations with a host
of builders, fabricators, contractors, and artists. With his own roots in sculpture, Bruder came to architecture through practice, not
academic training. He is an avid reader and traveler, leaving no building or book unturned; he often organizes trips with collabora-

tors and clients to visit buildings around the world. B One such trip was organized as warm-up to the Phoenix Central Library

project. The team visited precedents in the United States and Europe. Henri Labrouste’s Bibliotheque Nationale left a strong impression,

suggesting potent poetic, civic, and structural strategies for the new library. Unlikely sites such as Walter de Maria’s Lightning Field

were also included in one of the tours and did not fail to leave their mark. Traces of the Lightning Field are unmistakable in the

.

library’s formal sensibility and relationship with the landscape. I Beyond precedents, the design process for the library scrutinized
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programmatic, constructional, and environmental issues. Over a six-month period, thirty public meetings were held with focus groups
and concerned citizens. Staff programming workshops produced a 650-page guidebook of needs and desires anticipating the architec-
tural proposal. Another three months were dedicated to master planning, in view of the adjacent cultural district and
projected Arts Walk. B Facing tight budget limitations, Bruder and Burnette considered a range of constructional options before laying
out the building’s plan. By researching methods of assembly, products, and manufacturers, they were able to devise lean design strategies
that capitalized on the potential for radical invention with conventional materials and methods of construction. For a total cost of
twenty-eight million dollars, they completed the library for less than one hundred dollars per square foot, an incredible design feat
given the impeccable quality and level of detail achieved. B To achieve, within budget constraints, the level of quality necessary for
the realization of their ideas, Bruder and Burnette looked for resources around the world and beyond traditional architectural venues.
For instance, a copper sheet coil needed for the facade could not be found in the United States, at a dimension that would allow for
the cost-cutting use of agri-industrial panel-rolling equipment. The raw material was found in Germany at a competitive price,
perforated in Chicago, roll-formed in Nebraska with equipment reserved for grain storage elevators, press-formed in Cleveland using
truck-trailer paneling technology, and finished in Arizona. The press and roll-forming enabled the designers to utilize an exceptionally
thin-gauge copper, thanks to the enhanced rigidity of its corrugation. I Bruder and Burnette developed other hybrid strategies to

lower expenses but not quality. For instance, they chose conventional window systems from Kawneer, but only after convincing the



















